Learning English through Poems and Songs


Planning and Organising Your Presentation
Teacher’s Notes
In this part, students will have to present to the class their views on one or more poems or songs of their choice based on the knowledge and experience they have gained from the module. Although this could be quite a demanding task, students can take their time to prepare the presentation and get as much language support and technical help as they need from the teacher and school. For this reason, it will be a good idea to announce the presentation in advance. Teachers might even schedule a lesson for preparation somewhat earlier in the module, check on students’ progress a little later and only hold the actual presentation delivery lessons here at the end.
Some guidelines for giving presentations are given on the student’s handout. Teachers will need to add administrative and organisational details.
Teachers will be aware of what their students are capable of in terms of a presentation. Whether it be a brief speech on a favourite song, a performance of some type or a discussion of a difficult poem, it will have advanced the students’ English and opened up a new way to learn languages through their exposure to music and popular culture.
	Catering for Learner Diversity
For students who need more guidance in preparing their presentations, you might like to give them the reminder below.
Getting ready for the presentation:
· choose a topic

· plan your presentation

· ask yourself if the presentation shows what you have learnt from the module and is relevant to its content and aims

· decide on any audio-visual aids which will make your presentation more enjoyable for the audience and more memorable, e.g. music, PowerPoint slides, photographs
· write headings on a note card for use during your presentation

· do not read out a prepared speech

· practise your presentation in front of a mirror or friend, or record it and watch yourself to see how you can improve

· make sure it is the correct length

· make sure you can pronounce correctly any difficult words, proper nouns and so on 

· think about your body language and decide what sort of gestures, if any, to use

· avoid any nervous bad habits, e.g. hand on face, brushing back hair, moving about
· read the presentation feedback form and take note of the criteria for making a good presentation



Teachers might like to adapt the “Individual Presentation Feedback Form” on the next page based on students’ needs. They may also give students the feedback form well before their presentations and make sure they understand what makes a good presentation and which areas they would be assessed on.

Individual Presentation Feedback Form*
	Tick the appropriate boxes and give your comments in the space provided.


	
	Needs

Improvement
	Satisfactory
	Well Done

	Content

· The information is suitable
· The information is interesting

	(
(
	(
(
	(
(

	Organisation

· The overall structure is clear

· The ideas are well-connected

	(
(
	(
(
	(
(

	Language and Style

· Sentences are well-formed (e.g. with suitable tenses)
· Words and expressions are appropriately used 

	(
(
	(
(
	(
(

	Pronunciation and Delivery
· Words can be heard clearly
· Pronunciation is accurate
· The speech is given in a natural way and without much hesitation
· Eye contact is made where appropriate
· Suitable body gestures are used
	(
(
(
(
(
	(
(
(
(
(
	(
(
(
(
(

	General Comments




*Teachers might like to adapt this presentation form to suit their students’ needs.
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